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 success  at  first  ever  remote  control  hydrogen  grand  prix
 hannah  cahill
 a  laois  school  has  won  big  at  a  national

 competition's  first  race  of  its  kind.
 st.  mary's  cbs  portlaoise  claimed

 second  prize  in  the  inaugural  kinia
 hydrogen grand  prix  (h2gp),  which  took
 place  at  the  national  arena  on

 thursday, 23  april.
 organised  by  kinia,  the  3.5-hour

 endurance  race  involved  five  teams  with

 team  'eugene  from  portlaoise  finishing
 second  in  the  endurance  race,  having
 completed  316  laps.

 the  event  was  the  culmination  of  an

 education  stem  programme  where
 students designed,  built  and  raced
 hydrogen-powered remote-control  cars.

 the  portlaoise  school's  team  on

 the  day  consisted  of  students  tommy
 nevin  joshua  hayes,  adam  gavin,  issac

 leong,  mallic  elkhabir,  gerard

 donoghue and  harry  maher.
 five  teams  from  schools  across  the

 country  competed  for  the  national
 finals  after  qualifying  from  their  regional
 h2gp  sprint  race.

 this  was  the  culmination  of  an

 educational stem  programme  where
 students designed, built  and  raced  a

 hydrogen-powered remote-control  car.

 six  prizes were  awarded  after  the  race

 including  the  endurance  winners  (1st,
 2nd  &  3rd), innovation,  team  spirit  and

 pit  stop  awards.
 the  h2gp  is  a  global racing  series  and

 empowers  the  next  generation  of

 engineers, problem-solvers  and  clean  energy
 champions.

 through  hands-on,  project-based

 learning  students  get  to  enjoy  the  buzz

 of  designing  building  and  racing
 hydrogen-powered cars  while  also  gaining
 real-world  experience  in  renewable
 energy technologies.

 "today  was  a  great  success  and  we

 want  to  commend  all  the  teams  and
 their  teachers,"  said  marianne
 checkley, ceo  of kinia.

 "an  incredible  amount  of  time  was

 put  in  from  each  team  and  they  should
 all  be  very  proud  of  their  achievement
 of being  involved  in  the  first  ever  h2gp

 pro  national  final,"  ms  checkley  said.
 "massive  congratulations  to  the  st.

 mary's  cbs  team,  they  did  their  school
 and  county  proud.  the  teamwork,
 collaboration, ingenuity  and  problem
 solving on  display  was  very  impressive,'  she

 praised.

 team  eugene  of  st  mary's  cbs  portlaoise,  2nd  place  at  the  inaugural  kinia
 hydrogen  grand  prix  (h2gp).  picture  andres  poveda


