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 pobalscoil  chorca  dhuibhne,  maine  valley  family  resource  centre

 and  newkd  castleisland  shine  at  creative  technology  week  2026
 pobalscoil  chorca  dhuibhne  was  honoured
 at  tech  féile  during  kinia's  creative
 technology  week  2026  with  the  gaelscoil

 claiming  two  awards  and  a  further  four

 nominations  on  friday 24th  at  techféile.

 the  dingle  school  claimed  the  award  for  mobile

 filmmaking  (scannânaiocht  mhoibileach)
 where  students  recorded  a  unique  detective

 story  tri  ghaeilge  and  teacher  padraig  0

 dubhaigh  was  awarded  educator  of  the  year

 (oideachasoir  na  bliana)  recognising  continued

 outstanding  commitment  to  his  students.  the

 mobile  filmmaking  award  category  proved  a

 very  competitive  space  with  three  additional

 teams  from  pobalscoil  chorca  dhuibhne  also

 nominated  with  excellent  creative  entries.  a

 further  nomination  was  also  received  in  the

 organisation  of  the  year  (eagraiocht  na  bliana)
 category.
 kerry  was  also  well  represented  at  techfest

 with  maine  valley  family  resource  centre.

 led  by  lisa  foley  claiming  two  awards  on

 saturday,  april  25th:  organisation  of  the  year

 and  the  creative  technology  award.  newkd

 castleisland  was  also  honoured  during  the

 event  winning  the  mobile  filmmaking  award

 with  jennifer  o'sullivan  coffey  receiving  a

 nomination  for  educator  of  the  year  for  her

 continued  dedication  and  support.
 the  events  were  part  of  kinia's  annual

 showcase  of  young  digital  innovators,
 celebrating  groundbreaking  projects  in

 creative  technology,  smart  energy,  green

 tech,  mobile  filmmaking,  podcasting  and

 robotics.  the  awards  were  presented  in  front
 of  a  record  breaking  attendance  of  over  1,000  
 young  innovators  from  across  the  country  in

 the  explorium,  sandyford.
 kinia,  an  education-focused  non-profit  and

 social  enterprise,  is  dedicated  to  reducing
 educational  inequality  by  building  digital  skills

 and  access  to  technology  career  pathways  for

 young  people  across  ireland.  the  organisation's
 impact  continues  to  grow  with  over  428,000
 children  and  young  people  have  benefited

 from  kinia's  work  to  date  with  25,606  educators

 engaged  and  3,079  schools  and  youth  centres

 supported  nationwide.

 the  awards  were  presented  during  creative

 technology  week  celebrations,  which  saw

 a  record  breaking  attendance  of  over  1,000
 young  innovators  from  across  ireland  display
 their  projects  as  part  of  2  days  of  events  in  the

 explorium,  sandyford.  young  people  attended,
 engaged  in  hands-on  workshops  such  as

 machine  learning  and  al,  and  competitions,
 such  as  the  new  kinia  hydrogen  grand  prix

 (h2gp),  where  young  minds  competed  in

 racing  hydrogen-powered  vehicles.  a  new

 education  programme,  hydrogen  grand  prix

 was  also  added  into  the  2026  schedule;  a

 global  racing  series  and  empowers  the  next

 generation  of  engineers,  problem-solvers  and

 clean  energy  champions.

 the  past  year  saw  continued  growth  with  over

 2,000  educators  engaged  and  through  the
 wide  range  of  programmes  available  21,821
 young  people  gained  access  to  transformative

 learning  opportunities.  over  63%  of  these
 figures  relate  to  students  from
 socioeconomically  disadvantaged  communities

 and  90.3%  of  stem  engagement  involved

 girls  and  young  women.  total  reach  extended

 to  414  schools  and  youth  services,  reinforcing
 the  organisational  commitment  to  equitable
 access  to  quality  education  in  every  corner  of

 ireland.

 speaking  during  the  programme  of  events

 marianne  checkley,  ceo  of  kinia  added  "we

 want  to  extend  a  huge  congratulations  to

 everyone  from  kerry  and  a  big  thank  you
 for  all  the  hard  work  and  effort  put  into  the

 projects.  it's  fair  to  say  that  kerry  was  very  well

 represented  this  year  and  we  look  forward

 to  continuing  to  work  closely  with  students

 and  educators  in  the  future.  it's  great  to  see

 representatives  like  padraig,  lisa  and  jennifer
 getting  the  recognition  they  deserve.

 creative  technology  week  continues  to  be  a

 highlight  of  the  year,  both  for  us  at  kinia  and

 also  the  community  of  educators  and  young
 people  attending.  we  are  thrilled  to  have

 welcomed  over  1,000  attendees  this  week

 across  the  three  main  events  and  the  addition

 of  the  h2gp  national  final  was  a  resounding
 success  and  we  look  forward  to  seeing  this

 grow  in  the  future.

 we  remain  dedicated  to  reducing  educational

 inequality  by  building  digital  skills  and  access

 to  technology  career  pathways  for  young
 people  across  ireland.  we  are  continuing  to

 work  towards  our  ambitious  plan  of  upskilling
 50,000  educators  and  reaching  800,000  young

 people  by  2030  and  these  events  are  a  huge

 part  of  helping  us  deliver  our  message."

 for  more  information  about  kinia,  their  impact
 and  how  you  can  get  involved,  visit  www.kinia.

 ie.

 newkd  -  mobile  filmmaking.

 chorca  ibhne  group


